
 

General Meeting Notes 

December 8, 2020   9: 00 am - 11:00 am 

Attendees:  
Kathryn Prive - The Understory Initiative & Rogue Native Plant Partnership 
Tuula Rebhahn, The Understory Initiative & Rogue Native Plant Partnership 
Fletcher Linton - BLM Medford District Botanist 
Chris Adlam - Oregon State University Extension Fire Program 
Katelyn Detweiler - The Freshwater Trust 
Vanessa Rojas, The Understory Initiative 
Ian Silvernail - Natural Resource Conservation Service's Plant Materials Center  
Scott Goode -  Nourishing Systems 
Laurel Cheever - The Crest at Willow Witt 
Molly Morison, The Nature Conservancy 
Kristina Lefever - Pollinator Project Rogue Valley in Phoenix and also Bee City USA Ashland. 
Eugene Wier, The Freshwater Trust 
Kristi Mergenthaler, Southern Oregon Land Conservancy and Siskiyou Chapter Native Plant Society 
of Oregon 
Jeanine Moy, Vesper Meadow 
Gary Kliewer -  grower, Long Shadow Fields.  
Pete Gonzvalves - grower 
Brook Colley - SOU Native American Studies professor 
Alison Leonard 
Frances Oyung - Rogue Valley Sewer Services  
Greg Carey - Siskiyou Biosurvey 
Julie Spelletich - Siskiyou Biosurvey 
Cecile Shohet - Calypso Botanical Consulting 
 
28 attendees total 

1. Partner Updates 
● Eugene/TFT: High demand for native plant materials will be coming with Almeda fire 

restoration on Bear Creek Greenway. Let’s supply it locally, especially if it’s seeds 

● Vanessa; TUI Private Lands Program: See end of meeting notes (bad connection) 

 
 

 



 

2. RNPP Updates 

● Woody species for riparian restoration: This spring, we identified 10-15 priority species in 
the region that restoration practitioners need for projects. We contracted with Siskiyou 
Biosurvey to collect those seeds, and collection began this fall. Some were made available for 
sale in early November and more will be available next fall  

○ Question from Kristina Lefever: Can private landowners be involved with seed 
collection, either giving permission for SBS to collect or collecting it themselves? 

○ Kathryn: It can be tricky to ID the right species, and find good abundance. It’s a lot 
of coordination to bring many small seed lots together. Would need funding to 
expand our volunteer program. Right now it’s better to have an expert seed collector 
go out and get it. There’s more opportunity for volunteer participation with seed 
blitzes for grasses and forbs.  

○ We did do a survey for private landowners to find out what seed resources are out 
there, and found some good locations that way, but with riparian woody species, the 
volume of seed is the challenge. SBS knows good sites to go to where seeds are 
abundant.  

● Seed cleaning and collecting this summer/fall: Our activities were not very much 
impacted by COVID-19. We were able to hold volunteer seed blitzes, train new users of the 
seed cleaning equipment, and safely share equipment. Fall seed sale was a success.  

● BLM grass seed grow-out: RNPP has a partnership with the BLM to grow out seed, so 
that we can have larger quantities of grass seed available.  

○ Some seed lots can be put into production and handled by them, and after we sell 
the seeds we can pay the BLM back. JH Stone nursery takes the risk and upfront 
costs.  

 

3. RNPP Strategic Plan Update 
● We have been working on the strategic plan for a while and it’s almost ready! 

○ Plan includes an overview of work done so far, identified needs, RNPP’s goals and 
objectives to meet those needs over the next 5 years, a timeline and budget overview.  

○ One challenge identified in the Strategic Plan is the need to secure funding to extend 
our work into the future beyond 2022 

○ Kathryn will create a pdf to share the strategic plan with members  
● Question from Eugene - Are we considering climate change adaptation in our targets for 

future plant materials? Is assisted migration of more drought tolerant varieties an area for 
investigation, and perhaps we could look for climate-related funding sources for that type of 
work? 

○ Answer from Kathryn: It would take going to Northern California to collect seed, so 
we need to build collection there 

○ We might end up sending seed up to the Umpqua basin or Willamette Valley in the 
future. It’s important to track where seed is collected so that the right genetic stock 
can be used in restoration projects. 

 



 

4. Guest Speaker Chris Adlam  

● Chris is the regional Fire Specialist with OSU Extension 
○ PhD UC Davis in Ecology, focus in fire ecology in California 
○ His areas of expertise include effect of fire on plant and animal diversity, community 

fire resilience and community based fire management, and tribal relations/cultural 
burning 

○ Chris is brand new to the job at OSU so he’s excited to talk to community members 
and help with fire related projects 

○ Priority is education, especially around prescribed fire so that the community can put 
this tool to use 

 
Almeda Drive Fire Behavior 
 
Chris realizes this is a difficult subject for many, the fire was devastating to our community in deep 
and diverse ways. Going to talk about it in a bit of a scientific way. 
 

● Fire behavior: Fire started near Almeda drive and Ashalnd Wastewater Treatment plant 
● Burned through riparian zones, grassland, oak savannah, pear orchards, before moving on to 

homes 
○ Fire retardant had mixed results 
○ By the time it got to Talent, the fire left the greenway and houses burned other 

houses in a chain reaction 
● When people think about the relationship between vegetation and structures, they either fall 

into the "liability model" camp or the "green solutions" camp. The “liability” model of 
plant-structure interaction says that the real risk of wildfire is in wildlands, and that plants are 
setting homes on fire. Sees people moving into the wildland urban interface and cutting 
down all the trees 

○ Need to be careful in our messaging - instead of looking at plants as a liability we 
need to address homes 

○ The "green solutions" perspective embraces the ability of healthy natural areas and 
vegetation to moderate the risk of fire, for example by slowing its spread, moderating 
wind speed, and catching embers. 

● How are structures lost? 
○ Direct flame contact 
○ Embers 
○ Radiant heat (from other homes, in Almeda fire radiant heat wasn’t coming from 

vegetation) 
● What can we do? 

○ Allow firefighters to access areas that are burning 
○ Eliminate radiant heat and embers from blackberries 
○ Image of blackberry burning: flames go straight up, tall flames, embers being thrown 

off 

High intensity vs Low intensity burns in Almeda fire 
● High intensity areas (lots of blackberry) killed large riparian trees 



 

● Low intensity areas (restored, no blackberry) burned slowly, large trees survived 
● Removing blackberry and replacing with native shrubs will definitely improve the situation 
● Other than that, we don’t have a lot of evidence or information about fire in urban zones 

 

Other solutions suggested 

● Fuel breaks: Get rid of the fuel 
○ The thinking goes, vegetation is a risk, so we need to get rid of it 
○ “Green zones” near the riparian areas, irrigated mowed lawns 
○ But embers can travel - across highways, parking lots, golf courses 
○ This solution won’t work under extreme weather conditions like we saw in 

September 2020 
○ We need to be prepared for these “extreme” conditions because they do happen in 

the Rogue Valley 

● Restoration options 
○ Ember/fire shelterbelts 

■ A “curtain” of vegetation that catches embers, lets them fall to the ground  
■ Vegetation can shield homes from fire, even mature conifers can do this 
■ Homes with other homes next to them are more likely to burn 
■ Not a lot of evidence or experience to support this idea, but could be useful 

in this area 
○ Upland oak savannah 

■ Plant (deciduous) madrone, oak shelterbelts around communities 
■ Slow down windspeeds going into valley 
■ Catch embers and send them to the ground 

● Saw this happening near Valley View Road 
 

○ Comment from Frances: In Almeda Fire there were several instances where this 
shelterbelt phenomena seemed to protect structures. An example is 309 S. Pacific 
Hwy. in Talent, The Movement Studio. The wall of cottonwoods around it seemed 
to protect it. A friend on Rapp who stayed late into the night also witnessed similar 
fire behavior. 

 

Q&A 
 
Kathryn: Are native plants inherently good or bad for fire resilience? 

- Chris: No, not inherently either good or bad for fire resilience 
- Basic guidelines: Plant deciduous trees, plan to keep mature trees over  
- Not a fan of “lists” that ID good and bad plants for fire resistance 

 
Jason: Should the county be doing more to subsidize mowing of fields? 

- Chris: It could help to mow certain fields 
- Embers can fly over a mowed field 



 

- Irrigated vineyards in California can burn 
 
Frances: There are already county ordinances about cutting dry field grass, but not necessarily 
enforced. Good luck on getting $ out of county for that though. There has been very little $ spent 
by JaCo on actual fire prevention work. They do a lot along roads, as Frank Barrata can attest, but 
not in places like the Bear Cr. riparian area. 
 
Kathryn: What is the role of OSU extension in fire prevention, and how can RNPP be supportive? 

- Chris: OSU is a resource to support work already happening 
- Working to change legislation to enable more prescribed fire to take place on private lands 

- This is a priority for Chris 
RNPP could publish resources on our website related to prescribed fire 
 
Kathryn: Like the idea of planting trees as windbreaks - farmers already know that planting trees will 
slow down wind 
 
Julie Spelletich: I have been hearing post Alameda fire, more concerns about home owners fear of 
trees growing too close to homes and the need for education on this topic. Any suggestions? 

- Chris: Your neighbor’s house has a higher likelihood of burning down your house than your 
vegetation does 

- If leaves and needles cover roof and fill gutters, this is a management issue, and that would 
be a factor in setting a house on fire 

- Has seen pictures from the fire where the house burned, and downwind trees were burned 
or scorched, but upwind the trees were fine 

- Who is burning who? It’s not the trees lighting the houses 
 
Kathryn: What is the root of thinking that vegetation burns homes? 

- At some point humans decided that “homes shouldn’t burn” 
- We enabled people to build flammable homes in wildlands, overconfident that nothing 

would happen 
 
Tuula: Community members have come forward with native plants and trees to donate, it seems we 
could have volunteer crews out on the greenway putting plants in the ground now. What do you (or 
members of the audience) see as the best way to move forward with such a large-scale restoration 
effort? 350 acres that burned along greenway 

- Chris: We have to take responsibility for how we take care of our natural areas 
- We can’t do this alone; can’t expect individuals to do this by themselves 
- Using the strength of different sectors, agencies, we can work together 
- It would be great to have volunteers involved. After a catastrophe is when communities 

come together and make lasting changes 
- Kathryn: We have a lot of passionate people in this community, willing to work hard 

 
Eugene: In the same way we are looking for and highlighting examples of riparian resiliency post 
fire, we should look for examples of good housing developments that resulted in fire resilient 
structures in our area. Need to push for better building code going forward. 

- Chris: Yes. How we manage vegetation to protect us from fire is a new line of inquiry, but 
we already know a lot about building science and what we need to do to make buildings 



 

resilient. Houses burn down from the inside out, need to make them ember-proof. 
Double-paned windows, fire-resistant materials, no vegetation within 5’ of the home 

- It’s not more expensive to build this way 
 
Jack: Is the extension service getting involved with the county to find out what they are doing about 
blackberry? Unless the county intervenes the blackberry will be right back. Grasses were seeded but 
they grow more slowly.  

- Eugene Wier: There is a coordinated effort happening and as funding is secured more will 
happen. I’d expect some community visioning process in 2021 too 

- Chris: Need to get people out there to see what happened, how the structures and vegetation 
burned, share insights. Would be happy to support an initiative like that.  

- Kathryn: There may be safety considerations for getting volunteers out there 
 
Paul Benton: Late season forbs like madia, which stays green late into the season, could be sown the 
right of way. Would this effect fire behavior? 

- Willamette Valley has done restoration with seasonal bunchgrasses, these spread fire more 
slowly 

- Anecdotally, perennial plants that stay green longer can be very important as forb shelter 
belts 

- Kristi: I wonder about vinegarweed, one of my favorite late bloomers.  
 
Frances: Re. the county and its role: this is why county leadership and who we elect as county 
commissioners matters. 
 
Kristi: Thank you for your caution about our messaging. I continue to be concerned about chaparral 
loss in our region to development and fuels reduction and the conversion of wildlife-rich chaparral 
to also flammable annual nonnative grasses. 

- Chris: It’s a big issue. We should take a field trip to southern California and see how the 
conversion of native chaparral to grassland has affected fire behavior. We shouldn’t be 
building homes at the top of hillsides dominated by chaparral. Chaparral always burns at 
high severity, and the vegetation that takes the place of chaparral is also vulnerable to hot 
fires, and we’re not going to change that.  

 

Next steps:  
● Kathryn will send out an email with meeting notes, 5-year plan update 
● Focus on supporting growers with up-front costs, coming up with new ways to do this 
●  

 

Vanessa’s TUI Private Lands Program updates: 
● This year TUI has been able to put a lot of seeds into production, 20+ species  
● One species we are focusing on for plug production is asclepia speciosa, Showy milkweed 
● This is another late-season green that we will be planting in riparian zones. The other species 

are important for pollinator habitat and nectar sources. 



 

● We have put out a call for folks who were impacted by the fire to be involved in reseeding 
efforts. It has been challenging because landowners are focused on recovery post fire, and 
not necessarily able to commit to putting in pollinator habitat. Looking for properties on the 
scale of 1-2 acres to replant.  

● Doing what we can to improve native plant production. We want to be a bridge about how 
we communicate about plants and fire resistance.  

 


